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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

This research paper explores the intersection of modern Arabic and Assamese
narratives, examining how each tradition reflects and shapes its respective
cultural context. The study highlights common themes, narrative techniques, and
the socio-political influences that define these regions’ literary expressions by
analyzing key stories from both literary traditions. Through a comparative lens,
the paper investigates how modern Arabic and Assamese writers use storytelling
to preserve, question, and evolve cultural identities. The impact of historical,
religious, and political shifts on the development of these literary forms is also
explored, alongside their resonance with contemporary global concerns. Though
rooted in different historical and cultural settings, Arabic and Assamese
literatures offer valuable insights into the human experience, addressing universal
themes while celebrating regional distinctiveness. The research aims to foster a
deeper understanding of how literature bridges diverse cultural perspectives,
emphasizing the role of storytelling in shaping societal values, challenging norms,
and evolving identities. Ultimately, this paper contributes to a richer
understanding of how literature transcends boundaries, offering new perspectives
on the universality of human experience in the face of changing global realities.

Keywords: Modern Arabic Literature, Assamese Narratives, Cultural Identity,
Comparative Analysis, Socio-political Context, Storytelling Techniques etc.

Introduction

Literature serves as a powerful medium for bridging cultures, offering insights into the values, traditions, and
struggles of societies. Modern Arabic and Assamese narratives, though emerging from vastly different
cultural and geographical landscapes, reveal intriguing parallels in their evolution, themes, and underlying
cultural roots. Both literary traditions have responded to the forces of modernity, colonialism, and
globalization, transforming their storytelling approaches while preserving a deep connection to their
respective cultural identities.

Modern Arabic narratives, shaped by historical upheavals such as colonialism, the rise of nationalism, and
the Arab Renaissance (Nahda), reflect a blend of traditional storytelling and modern literary forms.
Influenced by global literary movements, writers like Naguib Mahfouz, Taha Hussein, and Tayeb Salih
infused modern themes into classical Arabic literary traditions, exploring issues like identity, social justice,
and the tension between tradition and progress. Similarly, Assamese narratives have been shaped by the
socio-political changes in colonial and postcolonial India, integrating the region’s rich folklore and oral
traditions with modern literary styles. Authors such as Lakshminath Bezbaroa, Saurabh Kumar Chaliha, and
Indira Goswami have used their works to address societal changes, cultural identity, and personal struggles.
The comparative study of these two literary traditions unveils shared concerns about cultural preservation,
identity, and the human condition, despite their distinct historical and cultural contexts. For instance, both
Arabic and Assamese writers often grapple with the tension between tradition and modernity, reflecting their
societies' struggles to reconcile inherited cultural values with the demands of a rapidly changing world.
Additionally, both literatures have drawn from indigenous storytelling practices, such as oral narratives and
folktales, while incorporating elements of global literary movements like realism and modernism.

This study aims to explore the intersections and divergences between modern Arabic and Assamese
narratives, focusing on how these literatures navigate their cultural roots while engaging with global literary
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trends. By analyzing key works from both traditions, the research seeks to illuminate the shared human
experiences and cultural specificities that shape these narratives, contributing to a deeper understanding of
how literature can serve as a bridge between diverse cultures. Through this comparative approach, the study
underscores the universal power of storytelling to connect disparate societies and highlight the enduring
relevance of cultural heritage in modern literature.

Development of Arabic Short Stories

The development of the Arabic story has evolved significantly over time, beginning with its early stages that
laid the foundation for its growth. In the early 19th century, the translation movement played a key role,
driven by migration and the integration of European and Arab cultures. This phase saw a surge in the
translation of Western intellectual heritage, including stories and plays, which helped shape the future of
Arabic storytelling. In 1829, Muhammad Uthman Bek Jalal translated a collection of stories and plays,
further contributing to the genre’s development.

At the same time, Arabs began recognizing the potential of stories as tools for education and social reform.
Ibn al-Mugqaffa‘, with his translation of Kalila wa Dimna, and later Al-Jahiz with his Al-Bukhala’ (The
Misers), used storytelling to teach moral lessons and reflect on social life, blending humour with reformative
messages.

Stories of entertainment, such as Alf Layla wa Layla (One Thousand and One Nights), also played a vital
role, offering amusement while carrying deeper meanings. By the early 20th century, Arabic storytelling
reached a stage of maturity, with newspapers dedicating sections to short stories. The genre became
recognized for its artistic form, influencing readers, providing perspectives, and often featuring unexpected
endings. This marked the arrival of the Arabic story as a respected literary art form.!

Storytelling in early Arab culture began as a form of news transmission, where stories were passed orally
among people. These stories were divided into two types: the first type featured well-known heroes and
characters, like the tales of ‘Antara, where the storyteller was both the author and the narrator, sharing news
they had heard without attaching their name to it. The second type consisted of translated stories, such as Alf
Layla wa Layla (One Thousand and One Nights) and Kalila wa Dimna, which originated from other cultures
but were adopted and adapted by Arabs. During this period, stories were primarily created for entertainment
and amusement, rather than for educational or moral purposes.2

The short story is a unique literary genre characterized by its linguistic and structural features, as well as its
innovative narrative techniques. Unlike older literary forms, the short story constantly evolves, exploring new
relationships between language and narrative structure. Its emergence is closely linked to journalism, which
transformed oral tales into written works, providing them a platform in newspapers. This accessibility,
supported by the middle-class readership, popularized the genre.

Globally, Guy de Maupassant in France, Edgar Allan Poe in America, and Anton Chekhov in Russia are
celebrated as pioneers of the modern short story, mastering its ability to capture fleeting moments. In
contrast, Arabic literature embraced the short story much later, as poetry dominated literary circles. Initially
dismissed as mere entertainment, early Arabic short stories faced scepticism. Despite this, Arabic literature
had precursors like magamat (i.e. a distinct literary genre) and fairy tales, but the modern short story as an
independent genre developed gradually.3

Storytelling, deeply rooted in human nature, has evolved alongside humanity, making it challenging to
pinpoint its exact origin. Across civilizations, storytelling began as an oral tradition and transformed into a
recognized literary art form. In Arab heritage, it flourished through forms like magamat, Kalila wa Dimna,
and Alf Layla wa Layla (One Thousand and One Nights), the latter significantly influencing European
storytelling during the Renaissance. This cultural exchange enriched global literature, with works like the
French fabliau drawing inspiration from Arabic tales.

Globally, the modern short story emerged in the 19th century, pioneered by figures like Edgar Allan Poe,
Gogol, Maupassant, and Chekhov. In Arabic literature, the short story’s rise coincided with the cultural
renaissance of the early 20th century, influenced by translations of Western works. Pioneers like Muhammad
Taymir and Mikha’il Nu‘aima laid the foundation, marking a shift from traditional storytelling to modern
narrative techniques.4

The modern short story emerged in the late 19th century, pioneered by Nikolai Gogol in Russia and Edgar
Allan Poe in America. Gogol’s stories, based on daily life and psychological motives, offered a new narrative
style. Simultaneously, Poe advanced the form, incorporating critical elements of storytelling and writing
influential articles on its craft. This independent development occurred without collaboration between the
two. The genre later spread to France, with writers like Maupassant and Flaubert, and then to England, with
figures such as Kipling and Arthur Conan Doyle. The accessibility of magazines, newspapers, and radio
helped popularize the short story as a literary form.5

The development of storytelling in Arabic literature is debated, with its roots likely predating the Magamat,
an early example of rhymed prose. Storytelling appeared in pre-Islamic literature, gained prominence in the
Qur’an and Prophetic traditions, and flourished during the Abbasid era with translations like Kalila wa
Dimna and One Thousand and One Nights. Badi‘ al-Zaman al-Hamadhani later advanced the art with his
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Magamat. However, the short story as a distinct literary genre, following Western principles, emerged in the
early 20th century, notably in Egypt under Muhammad Taymour's influence.

Factors aiding this literary revival included the spread of education, the rise of the middle class, and the
growth of the press, which fostered both a reading public and short story writers. Social changes, like the
unveiling of women, also inspired new narrative themes. Early reformers, such as Muhammad ‘Abduh and
Abdullah al-Nadim, used the press to critique societal issues, blending storytelling with social commentary.
Their works, including Hadith Isa Ibn Hisham by Muhammad al-Muwaylihi and Al-Nazarat by Mustafa
Lutfi al-Manfaliti, marked the gradual rise of the short story in Arabic literature.®

The influence of Western short stories on Arabic literature took two paths: one sought to blend modern
Western forms with Arab narrative traditions, while the other overlooked these traditions, often due to
limited exposure to traditional education. The first path is exemplified by al-Muwaylihi and al-Manfaliti, who
valued Arabic linguistic style and reformist ideals inspired by Jamal al-Din al-Afghani. Al-Muwaylihi’s Hadith
Tsa Ibn Hisham follows the magdma tradition, combining rhymed prose with storytelling, while al-
Manfaliiti’s works, such as Al-‘Abardt and Al-Nazardt, are freer in form, resembling “essay-stories.”
Al-Manfalati also adapted French literary works, including Paul and Virginie by Bernardin de Saint-Pierre,
Under the Linden Trees by Alphonse Karr, and The Lady of the Camellias by Alexandre Dumas. His
collections Al-‘Abarat and Al-Nazardat feature stories like “The Martyrs,” “The Sacrifice,” “The First Cup,” and
“The Hunger Victim,” reflecting his focus on emotional and moral themes.

While the modern short story is of European origin, Arab writers quickly embraced and excelled in the genre,
blending heritage with contemporary styles. Prominent Arab storytellers like Zahra Ramij and Muhammad
Sa‘ld Al-Rayhani have significantly enriched the short story tradition, making it a vital part of Arabic
literature today.”

The second trend of Western influence on Arabic short stories included writers like Muhammad Taimdir,
Mahmoud Taimir, the Isa brothers, Shehata Ubaid, and Mahmid Tahir Lashin, who were directly inspired
by foreign literature in its original languages. Translation played a limited role in shaping the Egyptian short
story during this period, gaining prominence later as translated stories became more widely available.8
Notable collections emerged, including Mahm{id Taim{r’s nine works such as Shaykh Jum‘a (1925), Uncle
Mutwally (1927), and Heart of a Courtesan (1937). Mahmid Tahir Lashin published The Flute’s Mockery
(1926) and It is Narrated That (1929). Ibrahim ‘Abd al-Qadir Al-Mazini released The Box of Life (1929) and
Spider Webs (1935), while Tawfiq Al-Hakim’s The Devil’s Covenant appeared in 1938.

Short stories also flourished in magazines like Al-Fajr (1925—-1937), published by Ahmad Khairy Sa‘id, with
contributions from modernist writers such as Mahmid Tahir Lashin and Husayn Fauzi. This period marked a
significant rise in the genre’s popularity through both collections and serialized stories in the press.9

During the early 2oth century, many Egyptian writers dabbled in storytelling as a hobby, publishing
unrefined stories in newspapers and magazines. Among them were Salama Musa, Ahmad Amin, Ibrahim Al-
Misri, and Ismail Mazhar. Some, like Tawfiq Al-Hakim, pursued other artistic fields, while others, such as
Ibrahim Al-Mazini, leaned toward narrative essays rather than structured short stories.

Short stories gained significant attention through publications like Al-Risdla and its offshoot Al-Riwaya,
launched in 1937 by Ahmad Hasan Al-Zayyat. Prominent contributors during this era included Yahya Haqqi,
Sa‘id ‘Abduh, and Mahmiid Kamil. However, World War II disrupted literary activity, as Egypt faced
isolation, economic hardship, and censorship. Post-war, literature revived, intertwining with political and
social struggles. Writers such as Naguib Mahfouz, Thsan ‘Abd al-Quddiis, and Y{isuf Idris emerged, exploring
Egypt's social realities.

Three trends defined Egyptian short story writing:

1. The Romantic Trend (1930s): Celebrated bourgeois values, seen in works by Mahmoud Kamel and
Ibrahim Nagi.

2. The Psychological Analysis Trend: Focused on the human psyche, influenced by contemporary
psychology, with writers like Mahmoud Ezzat Mousa and Ibrahim Al-Masry.

3. The Realistic Trend (post-WWII): Explored societal realities, with a focus on rural life, as seen in
stories by Sa‘ad ‘Akkawi and Ahmad Rashidi Salih. By the 1960s, realism dominated Egyptian short story
writing.10

Development of Assamese Short Stories

India’s tradition of fables is deeply rooted in its ancient literature, as seen in texts like the Vedas,
Mahabharata, Ramayana, Panchatantra, and Jatakas. These stories, initially passed down orally, blended
entertainment with moral and cultural teachings, later evolving into distinct genres. The Mahabharata, for
example, emphasized virtues like honesty and righteousness through its narratives. Ancient India’s diverse
environment and social customs heavily influenced these tales, which continue to reflect the moral and
philosophical underpinnings of Indian culture.

In Assam, fables formed a foundational part of literary tradition, rich in moral lessons and cultural values.
Although distinct from modern short stories, these traditional narratives influenced the latter’s development.
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The short story as a genre in Assamese literature emerged with the influence of Western literary traditions,
which introduced new narrative styles and realism. This transformation marked a literary renaissance,
spearheaded by Lakshminath Bezbaroa, who popularized the genre through the journal Jonaki. Modern
Assamese short stories combined traditional themes with Western techniques, creating a unique literary form
that continues to thrive.1

Assamese storytelling also drew from ballads, often considered “short stories in verse.” Ballads like Jana
Gabharur Geet and Kamala Konwarir Geet told complete stories of love, heroism, and domestic life,
bridging oral traditions with written literature. These ballads preserved history and cultural values, laying the
groundwork for modern storytelling in Assamese literature.2

The evolution of the Assamese short story reflects a blend of indigenous storytelling traditions and Western
literary influences. The term Chutigalpa (“short story”) is relatively modern, though storytelling in Assam
dates back centuries through oral traditions and fables. Lakshminath Bezbaroa played a pivotal role in
preserving fables and transitioning them into literary short stories. During the Jonaki era, a literary
renaissance in Assam, his contributions bridged traditional folk tales and modern narrative techniques.
Missionaries also played a role by publishing Assamese fables in Orunodoi and creating early storybooks,
though their works primarily aimed to propagate Christianity rather than literary innovation. Assamese short
stories initially drew inspiration from Bengali literature, focusing on rural life and social issues. Writers like
Bezbaroa and Saratchandra Goswami established the genre’s foundations.13

By the early 20th century, authors like Bhabendra Nath Saikia, Homen Borgohain, and Mamoni Raisom
Goswami introduced deeper psychological insights and experimental styles, enriching the genre. Post-
independence, writers such as Chandra Prasad Saikia and Arupa Patangia Kalita tackled themes of political
unrest, social injustice, and marginalized communities. Over time, the Assamese short story matured into a
sophisticated form, reflecting both traditional and contemporary realities. 14

The modern Assamese short story began with Lakshminath Bezbarua’s pioneering work, first published in the
1889 Jonaki magazine, marking the birth of the genre in Assamese literature. This development occurred
within the broader socio-cultural changes in 19th-century Assam, influenced by British colonialism, Western
education, and literary traditions.

Scholars debate the exact first short story, with Dr. Mahendra Bora favouring ‘Bhadori,” Dr. Nagen Thakur
citing ‘Seuoti,” and Dr. Prahlad Kumar Barua considering “Pandit Mahashoy” as the beginning. However,
‘Seuoti’ is now largely accepted as the first Assamese short story.

Dr. Barua’s analysis categorizes the evolution of the genre into four phases:

1. Jonaki Era (1889—1929): Marked by early experimentation with social reform, identity, and tradition,
heavily influenced by Western trends.

2. Transitional Period (1929—1940): The genre diversified in themes, exploring individualism, social
conflict, and balancing tradition with modernity.

3. Post-War or Ramdhenu Era (1940—1970): Focused on socio-political issues, including WWII,
independence, and identity crises, with experimental narrative techniques like stream of consciousness.

4. Contemporary Period (1970—Present): Characterized by a diversity of themes, experimentation with
magical realism, psychological realism, and postmodernism, reflecting modern challenges like
globalization and regional identity.

The development of the Assamese short story reflects the adaptability and resilience of Assamese literature.
From its roots in the Jonaki Era to its current form, it has evolved into a rich and diverse tradition, influenced
by both local and global trends. Lakshminath Bezbarua’s pioneering work laid the foundation, and successive
generations of writers have expanded its scope. Today, the Assamese short story continues to thrive, offering
a window into Assam’s culture while contributing to Indian and world literature.

A short story is a concise, well-structured form of fiction that portrays the essence of life through specific
incidents. It focuses on vivid moments that reflect human experience, often with a single point of focus. There
are no strict subject limitations, as anything, from a personal experience to a major event, can be explored.
According to H.E. Bates, a short story can encompass a wide range of themes. The writer’s role is to present a
subject that leads to a precise narrative outcome, evoking reflection and lingering thoughts in the reader’s
mind.

The development of Assamese short stories is deeply intertwined with the political, economic, linguistic, and
educational changes in 19th-century Assam. These transformations created a fertile ground for the emergence
of modern short stories that reflected the evolving society.

(i) Political Background: Political upheavals, including the ‘Mowamaria’ rebellion and the Treaty of
Yandabu in 1824, shifted Assam under British control. These changes led to increased political consciousness,
which influenced literature to focus on democratic ideals and social issues, paving the way for the Assamese
short story.
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(ii) Economic Background: Economic changes followed the British administration's policies, including
the abolition of the ‘paik’ system and the discovery of valuable resources like tea and oil. The shift from a
traditional agricultural economy to a capitalist one created a challenge that Assamese writers began
addressing in their works, marking a shift from mythological to modern themes.

(iii) Linguistic and Educational Background: From 1836 to 1872, Assamese speakers were required to
adopt Bengali for education, and several educational institutions were established, including English and
technical schools. The spread of Western education influenced Assamese literature, moving from traditional
mythological tales to modern short stories inspired by Western literary models. This evolving educational
landscape was crucial to the development of the modern Assamese short story.1©

The Assamese short story began in the late 19th century, influenced by Western literary traditions.
Lakshminath Bezbaruah is recognized as the first Assamese short story writer, with works like “Seuti” and
“Bhadari” that explored Assamese society and culture. Saratchandra Goswami, another key figure,
contributed to the genre with stories like “Dekha-dekhi” and “Nadaram,” known for their realism and
portrayal of human emotions and relationships.

The early 20th century saw further development, with writers like Nagendra Narayan Choudhury,
Lakshminath Phukan, and Radhika Mohan Goswami introducing new narrative techniques. Saurabh Kumar
Chaliha stood out for his realistic and psychologically deep explorations of human relationships. Other
notable authors such as Mahim Bora, Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya, and Bhabendra Nath Saikia continued
to modernize the genre, focusing on realism and societal issues.

This era of experimentation and modernization laid a strong foundation for the Assamese short story,
expanding its thematic and structural boundaries while reflecting the social dynamics of Assam. These
writers helped shape modern Assamese literature that continues to influence the genre today.”

The early 20th century marked a transformative period for Assamese short stories, with a new generation of
writers drawing inspiration from European and American literary traditions. Key figures like Nagendra
Narayan Choudhury, Lakshminath Phukan, and Saurabh Kumar Chaliha introduced modern storytelling
techniques, focusing on realism, psychological depth, and complex human relationships. Chaliha brought a
fresh approach, exploring existential questions and the struggles of ordinary people.

This era saw experimentation with narrative form, moving away from traditional plots to more fragmented
and introspective structures. Writers addressed themes like the tension between tradition and modernity,
personal identity, and social change. Their stories often portrayed the psychological complexities of
characters, making them more relatable and impactful.

The modernization of the Assamese short story during this period laid a strong foundation for future
generations of writers, shifting Assamese literature from moral instruction to a more introspective art form.
This legacy continues to influence contemporary Assamese literature, which builds on the innovations of
these early pioneers.:8

The development of the Assamese short story in the early 20th century was significantly influenced by both
indigenous storytelling traditions and Western literary movements. Lakshminath Bezbaroa is recognized as
the pioneer of Assamese short stories, initially drawing inspiration from traditional fables and folktales. His
early works, such as “Bhadari” and “Bapiram,” showed elements of these traditional forms but gradually
evolved to embrace more realistic portrayals of human experiences.?

The pivotal moment came with the publication of the literary journal Jonaki, founded by Bezbaroa and
others, which introduced modernism and romanticism influenced by Western literature. Bezbaroa’s first
short story, “Kanya,” is considered the first Assamese short story with modern sensibilities. His works, along
with those of contemporaries like Sarat Chandra Goswami, Nakul Chandra Bhuyan, and Dandinath Kalita,
moved away from fantastical elements and focused on realistic themes, such as human emotions, social
issues, and personal struggles.2°

These writers, including Suryakumar Bhuyan and Mohichandra Bora, expanded the thematic range of the
genre, incorporating contemporary issues and reflecting the complexities of Assamese society. The shift from
traditional fables to realistic short stories marked the evolution of the Assamese short story as a significant
literary form, laying a strong foundation for its continued development.2

Findings

The comparative study of modern Arabic and Assamese narratives reveals a wealth of insights into how two
distinct literary traditions have evolved under the influence of their cultural roots, historical contexts, and
global literary movements. Below are the key findings from this exploration:

1. Interplay of Tradition and Modernity

Both Arabic and Assamese narratives grapple with the tension between preserving cultural traditions and
embracing modernity. While Arabic literature reflects the impact of the Nahda (Arab Renaissance) and post-
colonial nationalism, Assamese narratives navigate the transformations brought by colonial rule and post-
independence societal shifts. Authors in both traditions use literature as a platform to critique outdated
norms while preserving indigenous cultural elements, demonstrating a shared negotiation between the old
and the new.
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2. Impact of Oral and Folk Traditions

Both literatures are deeply rooted in oral and folk traditions, which continue to influence modern storytelling.
In Assamese literature, folktales and regional myths enrich the narratives, as seen in the works of
Lakshminath Bezbaroa. Similarly, Arabic narratives often draw on traditional storytelling forms like
maqgdmat and folk tales, exemplified in works by Taha Hussein and Naguib Mahfouz. These traditional
influences serve as a foundation for exploring contemporary themes.

3. Themes of Identity and Belonging

A shared concern for identity is evident in both traditions. Arabic writers address identity in the context of
colonialism, nationalism, and cultural alienation, while Assamese authors explore identity through the lens of
regionalism, ethnicity, and cultural preservation. Both literatures reflect the struggles of individuals and
societies to define themselves amidst rapid change.

4. Adoption of Global Literary Movements

Both traditions exhibit an openness to global literary influences, including realism, modernism, and
existentialism. Arabic authors like Naguib Mahfouz embraced realism to portray societal struggles, while
Assamese writers like Saurabh Kumar Chaliha adopted similar techniques to explore human relationships
and psychological depth. This synthesis of global trends with local storytelling traditions highlights their
dynamic literary landscapes.

5. Focus on Social Change

Writers from both cultures use narratives to critique societal inequalities and advocate for social reform.
Arabic literature frequently addresses issues such as gender inequality and class divisions, while Assamese
narratives highlight themes like caste dynamics, regional conflicts, and the impact of globalization on
traditional lifestyles.

6. Universal Human Concerns

Despite their cultural specificities, both traditions explore universal human experiences—love, loss, conflict,
and resilience. This universality not only makes this literature relatable to diverse audiences but also
underscores the shared humanity across cultures.

The study underscores that modern Arabic and Assamese narratives while emerging from distinct historical
and cultural contexts, share remarkable parallels in their thematic concerns, narrative techniques, and
responses to modernity. Both literatures exemplify the transformative power of storytelling to bridge cultural
divides, offering profound insights into their societies while engaging with global literary currents.

Ultimately, this exploration affirms that literature serves as a vital cultural bridge, fostering mutual
understanding and celebrating both the uniqueness and universality of human experiences.

Conclusion

The research titled “Bridging Cultures: A Comparative Study of Modern Arabic and Assamese Narratives
and Their Cultural Roots” illuminates the intricate interplay between culture, history, and literature in two
distinct yet profoundly interconnected traditions. By exploring the modern narrative forms in Arabic and
Assamese literature, this study reveals how storytelling transcends geographical and linguistic boundaries to
reflect universal human experiences while preserving cultural specificities.

The comparison underscores that both Arabic and Assamese works of literature have been shaped by their
respective socio-political landscapes and cultural legacies. Arabic literature, rooted in the Arab Renaissance
(Nahda) and the struggles of post-colonial identity, demonstrates a deep engagement with themes of
nationalism, modernity, and existential dilemmas. Assamese narratives, influenced by colonial history and
post-independence transformations, similarly grapple with the tensions between preserving cultural heritage
and embracing modernity. Despite their unique contexts, both literatures serve as critical mirrors of their
societies, offering profound insights into the human condition.

A significant finding of this research is the role of oral and folk traditions in shaping modern narratives.
While Arabic literature integrates elements from classical magamat and folklore, Assamese literature draws
heavily from its rich reservoir of folktales and myths. These traditions provide a cultural grounding for
modern stories while enabling writers to address contemporary issues.

The study also highlights shared thematic concerns, such as identity, belonging, social justice, and the impact
of globalization. Both traditions reflect the struggles of individuals and societies to navigate rapid change,
employing realism and psychological depth as narrative tools. Writers like Naguib Mahfouz and Saurabh
Kumar Chaliha exemplify this convergence, as their works combine local cultural nuances with universal
literary trends.

Moreover, the adoption of global literary movements like modernism and realism demonstrates how Arabic
and Assamese works of literature are not isolated phenomena but active participants in a global literary
dialogue. This synthesis enriches their narrative landscapes, making them accessible and relevant to
audiences worldwide.
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This research validates the premise that literature serves as a cultural bridge, fostering mutual understanding
between diverse traditions. By comparing Arabic and Assamese narratives, the study not only celebrates their
unique contributions to world literature but also emphasizes the shared human experiences they portray.
This exploration reaffirms the transformative power of storytelling in bridging cultures, highlighting its
enduring relevance in an increasingly interconnected world.
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