Educational
Administration
Theory and Practice

Educational Administration: Theory and Practice
2024, 30(09), 958 - 963

ISSN: 2148-2403

https://kuey.net/ Research Article

Narratives Of Belonging and Alienation: Diasporic
Discourses in Kiran Desai's 'The Inheritance of Loss

Dr. Babina Bohrat*, Usha Kumari Tiggaz

*Research Guide, Dept. of English, Sri Satya Sai University of Technology & Medical Sciences, Sehore, Bhopal-Indore Road, Madhya
Pradesh, India
2Research Scholar, Dept. of English, Sri Satya Sai University of Technology & Medical Sciences, Sehore, Bhopal-Indore Road, Madhya
Pradesh, India

*Corresponding Author: Dr. Babina Bohra
*Research Guide, Dept. of English, Sri Satya Sai University of Technology & Medical Sciences, Sehore, Bhopal-Indore Road, Madhya
Pradesh, India

Citation: Dr. Babina Bohra et al. (2024), Narratives Of Belonging and Alienation: Diasporic Discourses in Kiran Desai's 'The Inheritance
of Loss, Educational Administration: Theory and Practice. 30(09), 958 - 963
Doi: 10.53555/kuey.v30i19.9845

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Kiran Desai's novel "The Inheritance of Loss" serves as a compelling canvas for exploring
the intricate dynamics of belonging and alienation within diasporic communities.
Through nuanced storytelling and vivid characterizations, Desai navigates the complex
terrain of identity, displacement, and cultural negotiation. This paper delves into the
diasporic discourses embedded within the narrative, examining how characters grapple
with the tension between preserving their cultural heritage and assimilating into new
environments. By analyzing key themes such as globalization, colonial legacies, and the
quest for personal fulfillment, this study sheds light on the universal human experiences
of longing for connection while confronting the realities of estrangement. Through a close
reading of Desai's text, this paper aims to illuminate the multifaceted narratives of
belonging and alienation that resonate deeply with diasporic communities worldwide.
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INTRODUCTION

The post-colonial phase in India consisted of individuals who were educated under the British or American
educational systems and produced professionals who outnumbered the jobs present in India and looked at the
available opportunities abroad for permanent settlement mostly which resulted in brain drain. To quote Sudesh
Mishra who divides the Indian diaspora into two categories — the old and the new, says “this distinction is
between on one hand, the semi-voluntary flight of indentured peasants to non-metropolitan plantation colonies
such as Fiji, Trinidad, Mauritius, South Africa, Malaysia, Surinam and Guyana roughly between the years 1830
and 1917”. And the other the late capital or post-modern dispersal of new migrants of all classes to thriving
metropolitan centres such as Australia, the United States, Canada and Britain (Mishra 276) or even to bigger
cities within the nation. Indian diasporic fiction of Amitav Ghosh, Anita Desai, Arun Joshi and Kiran Desai
dealt with in this thesis mostly deals with the second category i.e., the post-modern condition

As James Procter writes, “diaspora can appear both as naming a geographical phenomenon — the traversal of
physical terrain by an individual or a group — as well as a theoretical concept: a way of thinking, or of
representing the world” (151). The term ‘diaspora’ signifies the political as well as individual consequences of
cultural alienation. The diasporic writers dealt in this thesis adopt independent identities shaped by class,
culture and gender warring against multicultural identities which enforce the diasporic individual to conjoin
the local with the global. Diasporic phenomenon need to be understood in terms of structure i.e., the historical
conditions and agency, through meanings held, practices and social actors so that a comparative social and
cultural analysis ensues.

Diasporic communities are said to occupy a border zone where the most vibrant kinds of interactions take place
and where ethnicity and nation are kept separate. They are reservoirs, storehouses of reactionary thinking and
rememorations where issues of imagined communities, conservation politics of the homeland are presented
and addressed

Disaporic fiction covers alienation, loneliness, homelessness, existential rootlessness, nostalgia, amalgamation
or disintegration of cultures, creative subjectivities and psychological persecution, existential dilemma,
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uniqueness of culture and beliefs, despair, haunting contradictions etc. Literature provides a venue for the
diasporic individuals to bring forward a form of representation, which allows constituting new kinds of subjects
and discovering new spaces from which to speak and highlight their opinions and thoughts. “Ecocritical traces”
present in diasporic texts allows to explore how the “natural” component is depicted in these immigrant
narratives using recent environmental criticism as a theoretical framework.

Kiran Desai

Kiran Desai is a highly acclaimed Indian author known for her profound exploration of themes such as identity,
displacement, and cultural conflict. Born on September 3, 1971, in New Delhi, India, she is the daughter of
noted Indian author Anita Desai. Growing up in a literary environment, Desai developed a keen interest in
storytelling from a young age.

Desai's literary career took off with the publication of her debut novel, "Hullabaloo in the Guava Orchard," in
1998, which received critical acclaim for its inventive narrative style and satirical portrayal of Indian society.
However, it was her second novel, "The Inheritance of Loss," published in 2006, that brought her widespread
recognition and earned her numerous awards, including the Man Booker Prize.

"The Inheritance of Loss" is celebrated for its masterful depiction of the complexities of identity and belonging,
set against the backdrop of socio-political upheaval in India and the diasporic experience. Desai's lyrical prose
and vivid characterizations captivate readers, drawing them into the intricately woven tapestry of her
narratives.

Desai's works often explore the tension between tradition and modernity, as well as the impact of globalization
on individuals and communities. Through her storytelling, she delves into the nuances of cultural displacement
and the search for meaning in an increasingly interconnected world.

In addition to her novels, Desai has also written essays and short stories that reflect her deep engagement with
social and political issues. Her contributions to literature have earned her widespread acclaim and cemented
her reputation as one of the most talented and influential contemporary writers.

Overall, Kiran Desai's work continues to resonate with readers around the world, offering profound insights
into the human condition and the complexities of modern life. Her literary voice stands as a testament to the
power of storytelling to bridge divides and illuminate shared experiences across cultures and continents.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Fayyaz ahmed (2021) Over the last few years there has been a proliferation of literature over the notion of
Diaspora. The creation of Earth after the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden is the opening
facade in history, when this great odyssey of diaspora began. The experience of exile, the tendency to remember
the past may induce an ambivalence, which in turn determines a kind of writing that transcends geographical
and national literature. An expatriate writer at every step is called upon to create and reconstruct imaginatively
his/her roots. Such 'return to the beginning' is symbolic representation of desire, memory, myth, search and
discovery which cultivates the sense of 'cultural identity' in the Diasporic writers. Jhumpa Lahiri and Kiran
Desai are no exceptions to the set norm, but what ranks them above other writers of exile is their metaphysical
union with the concept. A modest attempt is being made in this paper to delve deep into the issue of migration
and to present the pain, problems and trauma faced by the immigrants by comparing the theme of diaspora in
Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake and Kiran Desai's The Inheritance of Loss.

Natacha Lasorak (2020) Kiran Desai’s critically acclaimed novel, The Inheritance of Loss, intertwines
narratives of the lives of three characters: the judge, haunted by his past, is joined by his granddaughter Sai
in his house in north-eastern India, while the son of his cook is working illegally in America. Published in
2006, the novel has mostly been analysed in the light of diaspora studies and praised for its author’s
questioning of the effects of globalisation and immigration when leaving home. Yet what is also worth
examining is the way in which some of the characters of the novel, including the judge, inhabit their chosen
homes as foreigners or, to be more specific, as surrogate Britons in their country of origin, creating a
separate community of anglophiles. The “solace of being a foreigner in [their] own country” is but one of
their rewards in their attempts at mimicking a British way of life. If the houses of the novel are set in
independent India, this article questions the extent to which they could be read as counterparts to the British
country house, relating them to values of continuity, tradition and Englishness.

Research Methodology

This research is a qualitative in nature and descriptive one. This paper offers an ecocritical reading of Kiran
Desai’s "The Inheritance of Loss," examining it through a postcolonial lens to highlight the intersection of
human experience with environmental concerns. Through the lens of migrant experiences, characters like
Jemubhai, Sai, Gyan, and Biju navigate the uncertainties of global and post-colonial politics, reflecting the
complexities of identity and belonging. The analysis delves into the significance of place and its impact on the
characters, blurring boundaries between the natural and social worlds. The landscape of Kalimpong serves as
a backdrop to explore themes of colonialism, cultural loss, and immigrant sensibility. Overall, this study sheds
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light on the intricate interplay between society, nature, and individual experiences in Desai's novel, offering
insights into broader collective issues.

Primary source

The researcher has the novel and Brah’s book, Cartographies of Diaspora (1996) as his/her primary
sources/data. The data have been collected through the novel The Inheritance of Loss and works of Kiran Desai.

Secondary data

The secondary data have been collected through
e Books

e Internet

e Websites

e Articles

e journals

e E-libraries

e Thesis

Dissertation

True Testimony Through Nature and Its Symbolism

This is an ecocritical analysis of Kiran Desai’s "The Inheritance of Loss," examining its portrayal of the impact
of human actions on nature. The novel paints a vivid picture of the environmental degradation caused by
human conflicts and power struggles, particularly evident in the destruction of Mount Kanchenjunga. Through
the characters of Jemubhai, Sai, and others, Desai explores the theme of cultural identity in diasporic
experiences, revealing the psychological and social effects of displacement. The narrative also delves into the
complexities of immigrant life, highlighting the challenges of assimilation and the loss of cultural heritage.
Ultimately, Desai critiques the legacy of colonialism and the exploitative nature of globalization, using nature
as a metaphor to challenge societal inequalities and break down social barriers.

This analysis delves into the postcolonial complexities depicted in Kiran Desai's "The Inheritance of Loss":
Sense of Displacement and Assimilation: The narrative vividly portrays the struggles of Biju, a character
whose immigrant experience embodies the turmoil of assimilation. While his father proudly perceives Biju's
presence in America as a mark of success, Biju himself grapples with disillusionment and yearns for his
homeland. Through Biju's contrasting experiences with his friend Sayeed, Desai highlights the diverse ways
immigrants navigate their new environments.

Memory and Nostalgia: Desai skillfully weaves themes of memory and nostalgia throughout the narrative,
offering poignant reflections on the characters' pasts. Biju's recollections of his childhood village evoke a
profound sense of longing, while the judge's memories reveal the complexities of his own identity and
alienation. These reminiscences serve as powerful reminders of the characters' struggles to reconcile their pasts
with their present realities.

In Search of Safety and Security: The novel also explores the quest for safety and security in unfamiliar
territories. Biju's journey, marked by moments of vulnerability and danger, underscores the challenges faced
by immigrants striving to establish themselves in new lands. Through Biju's experiences, Desai confronts the
harsh realities of migration and diaspora, highlighting the profound impact of displacement on individuals'
sense of self and belonging.

Hybridity and Psychological Consequences: Desai's portrayal of cultural hybridity offers a nuanced
exploration of identity formation in postcolonial contexts. While Bakhtin views hybridization as a dynamic
phenomenon, Desai's narrative suggests that such transformations can have profound psychological
repercussions. The characters' encounters with hybridity illuminate the complexities of navigating multiple
cultural influences, shedding light on the psychological toll of cultural assimilation and adaptation.

Result

Kiran Desai is analysed within the ecological aspect by focusing upon her themes: the local and global issues,
the modern and the void and the mental and the healing relief offered by nature. Joshi critiques the developed
world and the civilized aspect with Nature’s power of the impersonal to cure mankind of the sickness, the
confusion and the alienation of the modern world. Nature in itself has an elegant simplicity and sublimity. “Its
laws permit matter and energy to self organize into an enormous variety of complex states, including those that
have the quality of consciousness” (Davies 21). Apart from their emotional or imaginative effect, these works
serve as a mirror where environmental exploitation, sustainability and such ecological problems can be
contemplated. In the context of ecological vision both Indian myths and Western criticism on ecological



961 Dr. Babina Bohra et al. / Kuey, 30(09), 9845

grounds provide the readers and critics a worldview and a literary sensibility, which showcases biotic and
abiotic changes as characters with a study of mind through nature.

CONCLUSION

The concept of Diaspora, rooted in the ancient Greek notion of scattering or dispersion, has been central to
understanding the migratory patterns of human populations throughout history. In the context of
contemporary literature, Kiran Desai's novel "The Inheritance of Loss" serves as a profound exploration of
diasporic experiences, cultural negotiation, and displacement. This paper examines the themes of belonging
and alienation within the novel's narrative, delving into the complexities of identity, migration, and the clash
of cultures. Through a close analysis of Desai's characters and their journeys, this study highlights the universal
human longing for connection amidst the realities of estrangement and cultural assimilation. Furthermore, it
explores how Desai skillfully weaves together narratives of loss, multiculturalism, immigration, and the
struggle for personal fulfillment, offering poignant insights into the contemporary diasporic condition.
Drawing on Desai's own background and experiences, the paper also reflects on the autobiographical elements
that infuse the novel with authenticity and emotional resonance. Ultimately, "The Inheritance of Loss" emerges
as a powerful testament to the enduring themes of displacement and the quest for belonging in an increasingly
interconnected yet fragmented world.

Future Scope

This paper has laid the groundwork for future exploration into Kiran Desai's "The Inheritance of Loss" as a
significant source of diasporic identities. Moving forward, there is ample opportunity to delve deeper into the
complexities of the migrant experience depicted in the novel and to expand the analysis to encompass a broader
range of socio-political, economic, religious, and cultural issues. Future research can further investigate the
implications of diasporic perspectives on contemporary global challenges, fostering interdisciplinary dialogue
and generating new insights in fields such as political science, international relations, sociology, and
anthropology. Moreover, there is potential for this study to inspire comparative analyses with other diasporic
narratives, enriching our understanding of migration and identity formation. By continuing to explore Desai's
work in the context of diasporic studies, scholars can contribute to ongoing academic discourse and cultivate
innovative approaches to literary analysis.
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